Novice authorship
Although plagiarism is not solely committed by novice researchers, they appear to be more likely to commit plagiarism, possibly through a lack of awareness. In the context of the article, novice researchers are first-time or inexperienced authors who write an article with the expectation for it to be published in journals for the recognition of their knowledge within the cyber-digital environment for that specific area of excellence. Apart from the common mistakes made by novice researchers when preparing a digital manuscript for submission, in errors of varying degrees, 1 there seems to be a propensity for first-time authors to copy directly from the works … Writers must acknowledge the sources not only of words, but also of ideas, insofar as is possible, even when they are not quoting word for word from the Web. Moreover, in final-draft writing, writers may not paraphrase a source by using its phrases or sentences, with a few changes in grammar or word choice -even when the source is cited.
Thus, Howard answers the questions posed above in her explanation of plagiarism and cautions against the use of "patch-writing". "Patch-writing" is one of the three categories of Howard's plagiarism policy, a discussion of which follows. 
3.3
How can plagiarism be avoided?
As mentioned, there is often some form of infringement relating to the use of another author's work by novice authors. This section is an attempt to address ways to avoid plagiarism and thereby assist novice authors to avoid being caught out unawares in the midst of having committed an act of plagiarism.
In order to avoid plagiarism, authors must give credit in any instance in which they which an author's work is used without permission or even in a case in which conveying common knowledge constitutes plagiarism. 13 An explanation of these two situations follows.
9
The tool guarantees total confidentiality and safety. 10 Within the context of this article, plagiarism occurs within the cyber-digital environment and is thus referred to as digital plagiarism, in other words, plagiarism with regard to e-information available on the Web as the intentional taking of another's work claiming it as one's own. 11 Spinello Cyberethics . 12 Halbert and Ingulli CyberEthics. 13 For example, copying works regardless of the copyright sign (©) being clearly indicated.
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References and citations
As indicated, references and citations should always be given where an author's work is used without permission. Failure to do so will constitute infringement and thus plagiarism, which, if detected, becomes punishable by our law courts.
An author makes use of previous studies 14 to provide support for his/her proposed rationale for undertaking a research project. In order to assess the validity of the cited studies, editors and reviewers must have the opportunity to view the original source material if necessary. Inaccurate citations can be a significant barrier to this process. In general researchers seek to advance a specified field of study by building on previously conducted and reported studies. The use of selective references enables novice researchers to build a case justifying an approach to a research question.
It should be noted, however, that should the author use these phrases or sentences in his/her own paper without the use of quotation marks, the author would be plagiarising. 15 Using another author's phrases or sentences without the use of quotation marks is considered to be plagiarism even if the author cites in his/her own text the source of the phrases or sentences he/she has quoted.
What constitutes common knowledge?
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Another situation in which infringement constitutes plagiarism is the case in which conveying common knowledge constitutes plagiarism. This can manifest itself in two forms, namely quotations and paraphrasing.
14 On condition that the original authors' works are consistently cited if used without the owner's permission. 15 And thus heavily punished if caught, as he/she would be pretending to be the original author. 16 Common knowledge is considered knowledge that most educated people know or can find out easily in an encyclopedia or dictionary. Thus, one might not know the date of the most recent meeting of the research committee, but one could find it out quite easily. That the earth is the third planet from the sun is common knowledge. However, if it is a fact that is well known only to a small subset of the population, such as a particular scientific discipline, it is not considered common knowledge (Hoon Guidelines). Cyber-digital environment
Digital content protected
Cyber-digital content is the information posted by the author on the Web, which enjoys copyright protection similar to that under the Copyright Act 18 as analogue works. Such content can easily be mistaken for works in the public domain, 19 as the author is not clearly identified. In such cases, the author citing the work should include both the web-site address and the date on which the author accessed the web-site. Digital content includes electronic versions of books or e-books, graphics, video, audio, music, e-mail, web-sites and online databases. Using digital content requires permission that is beyond the scope of fair-use. Another cyber-digital environment is electronic reserves. 
Electronic reserves
Four factors for determining fair use
As indicated, fair use is the most significant limitation on the copyright holder's exclusive rights. It is not a science deciding whether the use of a work is fair and thus there are no set guidelines that are universally accepted. Instead, the novice researcher who wishes to use a copyrighted work must weigh up four factors: In determining this, the novice researcher should also consider the following questions: Will the expression by the author be used, and is the expression protected by copyright?
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Stripped to its essence, fair use is put to the test by the three questions above.
Should the answer to all these questions be in the affirmative, then the fair-use doctrine will apply. Should, however, the answer be in the negative, and the works are nevertheless used, then there is infringement and thus plagiarism will be committed.
Conclusion
The article has examined plagiarism amongst first-time authors and the research community. In an attempt to dissuade novice authors from committing plagiarism within the cyber-digital environment by using the Internet as a research tool, the article has discussed fair-use doctrine and the manner in which it manifested within the cyber-digital environment. 
